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COMMON MARKET FOR EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA —  
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.04 am]: Between 3 and 
9 February 2018, I visited Cape Town in South Africa. A key purpose of the visit was to sign, on behalf of the 
government of Western Australia, a new memorandum of understanding with the Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa. The signing of a new agreement builds upon the efforts of Hon Colin Barnett, who signed 
the initial MOU in Lusaka, Zambia, in February 2014. This new agreement reinforces the value of the relationship 
to Western Australia and COMESA, and reflects the potential for future collaboration. 

The capacity building and training initiatives of the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety with 
COMESA and other African countries will continue to be a key achievement under the MOU, and so too will the 
promotion of Western Australia’s mining equipment technology and services and world-class mining education 
sector to assist the responsible development of resources in Africa. 

During my visit I also presented at the Investing in African Mining Indaba conference at which I emphasised that 
the relationship between Western Australia and Africa is a partnership that benefits both jurisdictions. Sharing our 
knowledge and systems of responsible and sustainable resources sector development has the potential to assist in 
securing long-term economic growth in Africa while, at the same time, providing an opportunity to 
Western Australian resources companies and METS providers to share in this growth. 

My presence in Cape Town was positively received by the Australian companies and African mining ministers at 
the African Mining Indaba conference as recognition that the state government supports engagement with Africa. 
I also met with several mining companies with operations in Western Australia and Africa. These meetings 
provided insights into company projects and observations of the challenges of operating in Africa. The relationship 
between Africa and Western Australia is important and longstanding, particularly in the mineral and petroleum 
sectors, and for the continued development of our state’s international education and tourism strategies. 

It is estimated that there are more than 90 Western Australian companies with interests in excess of 200 mining 
projects in more than 25 countries in Africa, as well as hundreds of Western Australian METS companies operating 
on the continent. Outside of Australia, Africa has the highest concentration of Australian-owned resources projects 
and it is one of the largest overseas markets for Australian METS providers, making it an expanding export market 
for WA. 

The Western Australian government is committed to broadening and deepening the state’s relationship with 
Africa. To further grow and support collaboration between Africa and Western Australia, I invited resources and 
related ministers of African countries to attend Perth in August 2018 for Australia–Africa week. 

I table my report, as well as the signed English translation of the government’s MOU with COMESA. 

[See papers 1219 and 1220.] 
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